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Romi Khosle is a colebrated architect whose build-
inge have hoon exiensively published. Sducaled at
Cambyicige University UK and the Arghitectural As-
socigtion Londen, he has designed large educational
ary} recreational complexes. His boutique hotel op-
erated by Le Meridian in Kathmandu has been fea-
#red in architectural books of Nepal. He designed
ihe National Galiery In Bombay as well as corporate
headquarters for United Brewerles in Bangalore. His
presfigious reputation led to invitation to serve on the
Aga Knan Award Jury as well as the 2mir Clly re-
vitalisations Competition Jury in Turkey. Appointed as
a Pringipal Consultant to UNDP UNGPS, UNESCO
and WTC, he has camed out extensive Urban Plan-
ning arkd revitalisation and Toudsm Plarsing missions
to e Balkans, Cyprus, Central Asia and Tibet. His
design expeniences for educational buiklings include
a large 200 acre bosrding School, University buikd-
ings as well as primazy and secondary schools. He is
cumently designing iarge housing estates, comorate
neadauarters as well as private residences.
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in the heart of the oid city of Delh, dve the poear ang destituie who
suffer from nesses ranging from HIV to T.B. Barely managing o
feed thermselves they pull rckshaws and engage In casual daiy
tabour. Some are sex workers and others make a lving through

begoing.

On the edge of the radway ine, sandwiched betwaen & mosdue
and remaing of a bumt slum, something exiraordinary emerged ~
a modem day polyciinic. This polyclinic s designed by architects
Romi Khosla and Marand Khosia,

This state of the art bullding has been donated o the Municipal
Corporation of Delii by the Sir Sobha Singh Public Charitable trust.
The Trust got in fouch with the architedts hecause of thelr welt re-
nowned reputation of buiding modern Duildings for the very pouor.
The Polyaiinio will serve the poor whe gannol afford 1o get medical
treatmant and check-ups.

[eiing the project sxecution, the architects frained Government
Engineers and infroduced a wide rangs of iow cost lechnologies
ihat have been pioneered by NGOs around the coundry,. Complet-
ing the Palyclinic in this dense and crowded locallty was no gasy
iask. The Polyclinic site was a cilapidated Chungl bullding that had
provided shelter for the homeless and was a huby of drug related
activities.

Bt in metal and glass, the new polyclinic slands out ke a radiant
intervention of contemporary architectura, Located adiacent 16 an
old mosque, the polyclinic provides a fascinaiing contrast to the
ancient puiidings of old Delhi. The architects famiiar with the glum
conditions of that area as well as the dilapidated bulldings in the

surreunding streets, chose to ravitalize this depressed urban fatwic

by creating a conternporary intenvention i ite midst which wouild
serve the cormmunity. The contempararny architeGilrat language of
the building signats the direction for revitalizing the area.

Tris shmple vel elegant buliding fs four foors high each of 200 sg
maters and eounped with a hospial B A large area in the base-
mant provides ampie space for a rmodem pathologics! laboratory,
The ground floor has e reception as well as the Quipatient De-
parirment cubicies for the daviime dootors and consultants,
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 fully glazed front fagade provides a fransparent view
into the building which nvites the poor 10 enter. Hecep-
fion staff wilt be able to spot hesitant patients and encour
age them © come in. Once they have been registersd,
the patients would proceed 1o the first fioor for treatment.
The treatment ares requires more privacy thus it has been

shieldad from vie r‘_wy solbured aluminiuen louvers provid-
ing a visual shield but stiff allowing full frash air ventilation,
At designed for carrying stretcher patients has also been
inslalied for emergency eatment,

The choice of primary colours that con the yellow and
biug louvered facade and brightly venlilated areas 8
racticat for this forgotten area of Delhi, Yet these ¢o
nations of colours announce the presence of & contern-
porary freaiment centre for tha poor. Inside the bl

the glass partitioned consulling rooms and the bright ven-
flated waiting spaces, have created & unique treaiment
environment for the poorest of patients. This is a reatment
o where the infected and addicted will not only get
medical attention but also counssling.
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Ground Floor Plan
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